Basic info

The Queen is Head of State of the UK and 15 other Commonwealth realms. She was born in 1926 and became Queen at the age of 25, and has reigned through more than five decades of enormous social change and development. The Queen is married to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and has four children and eight grandchildren. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Education

Princess Elizabeth was educated at home with Princess Margaret, her younger sister.

After her father became King in 1936 she became heir to the throne. She started to study history and law as preparation for her future role. 

She received tuition from her King,and she was taught religion by the Archbishop of Canterbury (the Head of the Church of England). She also studied French, and can speak it very well.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Family

The Queen and Phillip Mountbatten (The Duke of Edinburgh) celebrated their 64th wedding anniversary on 20 November 2011.

The couple, who had known each other for many years, were married in Westminster Abbey on 20 November 1947. Prince Phillip was the son of Prince Andrew of Greece and a great-great-grandson of Queen Victoria. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Lifetime

Much has happened over the course of The Queen's life. Television has been invented, man has walked on the moon for the first time and the Berlin Wall has been built and then destroyed. Her Majesty's life has seen many changes too, from fulfilling her role as Queen at the age of 25, to raising a family, to world travel on a scale unparalleled by previous monarchs.

Milestones

The Queen is the second longest serving monarch. Only five other kings and queens in British history have reigned for 50 years or more. They are:

· Victoria (63 years)

· George III (59 years)

· Henry III (56 years)

· Edward III (50 years)

· James VI of Scotland (James I of England) (58 years)

Over the reign, Her Majesty has given regular audiences to 12 Prime Ministers
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Interests

An animal lover since childhood, The Queen takes a keen and highly knowledgeable interest in horses.

She attends the Derby at Epsom, one of the classic horse races in Britain, and the Summer horseracing meeting at Ascot, which has been a Royal occasion since 1911.

The Queen's horses won races at Royal Ascot on a number of occasions. 

Other interests include walking in the countryside and working her Labradors.

A lesser known interest is Scottish country dancing. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Contact the queen

You can write to Her Majesty at the following address:
Her Majesty The Queen
Buckingham Palace
London SW1A 1AA

If you wish to write a formal letter, you can open with 'Madam' and close the letter with the form 'I have the honour to be, Madam, Your Majesty's humble and obedient servant'. 

Birthdays

The Queen celebrates two birthdays each year: her actual birthday on 21 April and her official birthday on a Saturday in June.

The Queen usually spends her actual birthday privately, but the occasion is marked publicly by gun salutes in central London at midday.

On her official birthday, Her Majesty is joined by other members of the Royal Family at the spectacular Trooping the Colour parade which moves between Buckingham Palace, The Mall and Horseguards’ Parade.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Greeting the queen

The Queen meets thousands of people each year in the UK and overseas. Before meeting Her Majesty, many people ask how they should behave. The simple answer is that there are no obligatory codes of behaviour - just courtesy.

However, many people wish to observe the traditional forms of greeting.

For men this is a neck bow (from the head only) whilst women do a small curtsy. Other people prefer simply to shake hands in the usual way.

On presentation to The Queen, the correct formal address is 'Your Majesty' and subsequently 'Ma'am'.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Queens duties

The Queen has many different duties to perform every day.

Some are public duties, such as ceremonies, receptions and visits within the United Kingdom or abroad.

Other duties are carried out away from the cameras, but they are no less important. These include reading letters from the public, official papers and briefing notes; audiences with political ministers or ambassadors; and meetings with her Private Secretaries to discuss daily business and her future diary plans.
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The Queen Quiz

1. Where does the Queen live?

2. What is the formal name for the Queen?

3. Who is the longest serving Monarch in British history?

4. When was the Queen born?

5. At what age did Princess Elizabeth become Queen?

6. How many grandchildren does the Queen have?

7. Which foreign language can the Queen speak well?

8. Who is Head of the English Church?

9. What year did the Queen marry Phillip?

10. True or False: The Queen’s husband is a Turkish Prince?

11. How should you greet the Queen if you are a woman?

12. When is the Queen’s actual birthday?

13. List three of the Queens hobbies

14. True of false – the Queen parties every day

The Queen Quiz

1. Where does the Queen live?

BUCKINGHAM PALACE
2. What is the formal name for the Queen?
HER MAJESTY, MADAM, MA’AM
3. Who is the longest serving Monarch in British history?
VICTORIA (63 YEARS)
4. When was the Queen born?
1926
5. At what age did Princess Elizabeth become Queen?
25
6. How many grandchildren does the Queen have?

8
7. Which foreign language can the Queen speak well?
FRENCH

8. Who is Head of the English Church?

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
9. What year did the Queen marry Phillip?
1947
10. True or False: The Queen’s husband is a Turkish Prince?
FALSE, GREEK
11. How should you greet the Queen if you are a woman?
CURTSY / HANDSHAKE
12. When is the Queen’s actual birthday?
APRIL 21
13. List three of the Queens hobbies
WALKING DOGS, HORSERACING, SCOTTISH DANCING
14. True of false – the Queen listens to One Direction
FALSE

