British Geography

Britain is situated north-west of the European continent between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. From north to south it is about 1,000 kilometers long.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
The Celts

From 750 BC to 12 BC, the Celts were the most powerful people in the UK. There were many groups (tribes) of Celts, speaking a common language. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
The Romans

The first Roman invasion of Britain was in 55 BC but Britain was not conquered until 43 AD. The Romans remained for almost 400 years. They left when their homes in Italy were being attacked by tribes and every soldier was needed. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Anglo Saxons

After the Romans left Britain the Angles and Saxons came from across the North Sea. By about 450 A.D they were beginning to settle here. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
The Vikings

About the year 800, bands of fierce raiders from Scandinavia began to attack Britain. They were called the Vikings. They drove the Saxons out of part of the country and took it for themselves.

King Alfred, Saxon king of Wessex, fought them in a great battle, but he could not drive them right away and had to let them have part of the country, called Danelaw. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
The Normans
In the year 1066 England was invaded first by the Normans, led by William of Normandy (Normandy is a part of France). The Normans defeated the English at the Battle of Hastings, and William became King William 1st of England. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Henry VIII (Henry the eighth)

Henry was an English King who had six wives. He divorced two of his wives, executed two, one died and one survived. In 1534 Henry broke away from the Catholic church and made himself head of a new ‘Church of England’
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Elizabeth I
Elizabeth was the first Queen of England to rule alone. She was the daughter of Henry the Eighth. Elizabeth never got married. Elizabeth I's rule is remembered as the Golden Age of English history. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Victorian Times

Victorian times means during Queen Victoria's rule. She ruled for 64 years. Britain managed to build a huge empire during the Victorian period.The population of England increased from 16 million to 37 million in this time.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Britain during World War II

Neville Chamberlain was Prime Minister of Great Britain at the start of World War II. In May 1940, Winston Churchill became prime minister. Churchill was Prime Minister from 1940 to 1945 and led Britain to victory. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
The Republic
The only time when there was no King or Queen in Britain was when the country was a republic between 1649 and 1660. After a Civil War, In 1649 King Charles I was executed and Britain became a Republic for eleven years led by Oliver Cromwell. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
World War One

The First World War began in 1914 and ended in 1918. The War was the most terrible times in British History because so many people died. At the end of the war Britain made Germany sign a treaty and the Palace of Versailles in Paris.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
The Glorious Revolution
In 1688 the unpopular King James II of England was overthrown by the government and replaced with William of Orange, from the Netherlands. This time was called the glorious revolution.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Black Death
Between the years of 1348 an 1350 a terrible disease called the ‘black death’ came to England. It killed around 2 million people, which is about 1/3rd of the population.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Stuarts


The first Stuart King, James I, came to the throne in 1603. He was already King James the Sixth of Scotland. He united the two countries under one king.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Napoleon
Napoleon was a French leader determined to conquer the whole of Europe. He was defeated by Admiral Nelson at sea in 1812 and by Arthur Wellesley (The Duke of Wellington) on land in 1815.
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What do you know about Britain?
1. How Long is the United Kingdom from North to South? (1000 Kilometers)

2. What was the Name of the people living in Northern Europe from 750BC onwards? (Celts)

3. What was the name of the King of Normandy? (William)

4. Name a group of people that came to England after the Romans left. (Anglo Saxons or Angles, Saxons or maybe Vikings)

5. For how long did the Romans stay in Britain? (400 years)

6. Where did the Vikings come from? (Scandinavia)

7. Which King united England and Scotland? (James 1)

8. Which English King had six wives? (Henry VIII)

9. Whose ruled during the golden age in English History? (Elizabeth I)

10.  In what period did Britain build a huge empire? (Victorian)

11. Who was the second prime minister during World War 2? (Churchill)

12. Who was the leader of the British republic? (Cromwell)

13. How many people did the ‘Black Death’ kill? (2 million)

14. What is the name of the revolution that happened in 1688? (The Glorious Revolution)

15.  What is the name of the French leader who tried to conquer the whole of Europe? (Napoleon)

16. Which country signed a peace treaty at Versailles? (Germany)

